English 280: Midterm review

The midterm will consist of three sections:

· Multiple choice/short answer: (20 points) Just like the questions you get on quizzes.

· True/false: (20 points) Statements that you must identify as true or false. E.g. "Inflectional affixes can change the word class of words they apply to."

· Essay: (30 points each) You will complete any two of four longer questions. These will be rather like the questions you've seen on your homework assignments. They may be multi-part questions.
Topics you should study for the midterm:

1. Basic differences between human language and animal communication

2. Ways that words enter the language

3. The different kinds of words and word-formation covered in Crystal, identifying and/or providing examples

4. Types of semantic change, identifying and/or providing examples

5. The basic idea of grammaticalization and lexicalization

6. Some items on the spectrum from more lexical to more grammatical

7. The place and manner of articulation of the consonants of English

8. IPA transcription: be able to read

9. The relationship between allophones and phonemes

10. The parts of a syllable

11. The meaning of phonotactic constraint – also be able to provide an example

12. The definition of phoneme and be able to explain the elements of that definition (particularly contrastive)

13. Influences on the writing system of English

14. The writing systems of different languages

15. The meaning of lexeme and morpheme
16. The difference between derivational and inflectional morphemes

17. The difference between free and bound morphemes

18. Examples of different word classes

19. Be able to discuss the difference between traditional definitions of word classes and the approach recommended by Crystal

20. Some functional characteristics that define a noun, a verb, an auxiliary, and a determiner

21. The linguist's attitude towards non-standard grammar

22.  How to diagram a sentence, identifying parts of speech and NPs, VPs, and PPs.

23.  The different functions of a PP (oblique, modifier)

24. The distinction between finite and non-finite verb forms

25. The distinction between count and non-count nouns

26. The meaning of construction.

27. Argument structure – what that means, some examples, and what part of speech it's associated with.

Some examples of old essay questions:

1. Consider the following data from Bontoc, a language of the Philippine Islands.

fikas
‘strong’
fumikas
‘he is becoming strong’

kilad
‘red’
kumilad
‘he is becoming red’

bato
‘stone’
bumato

‘he is becoming stone’

fusul
‘enemy’
fumusul
‘he is becoming an enemy’

a.
What type of word formation process is used to form the words on the right from the words on the left? (Be specific.)

b.
Give the form of the morpheme and state exactly where it is positioned in a Bontoc word.

c. 
What word class are the words it can be applied to, and what word class are the words it forms?

d. 
If Bontoc had a word ikal, meaning ‘white’ (it doesn’t, I made that up), how would you imagine a Bontoc speaker would say “He is becoming white”? Justify your answer, and if you don’t think you have enough evidence to determine the form, explain why. 
2. Phrase and sentence structure

a. Diagram the following sentences:

Hector kicked the ball.

Lydia put the letter in the bucket.

The cat threw up on the carpet.

Anne sent Jim a big, irritating stack of paper.

b. Describe the argument structure of each of the above sentences: How many arguments are involved in each one? What is the syntactic role (subject, object, indirect object, oblique) of each of these arguments? What phrase (e.g "Lewis" or "the red banana") fills each slot?

c. The following sentence has two different interpretations. Explain the two interpretations and draw diagrams of each of them. Please indicate next to each diagram which interpretation it illustrates. Also, make sure to label the word class of all words and to label phrases (like NP, PP, VP). Please draw the full structure of the sentence (no short-cut triangles).


The police stopped the suspect with illegal firearms.
