ENGL 280: Introduction to the English Language

Course Syllabus 
MWF 11:00-11:50 am 



Vera Tobin 

1121 Susquehanna Hall 



vt31@umail.umd.edu

Office Hours: W 12-1 or by appt. 


Office: 3118 Susquehanna, #23

Textbook:  Crystal, David. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language. Second edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003.  (All of the readings listed below are from this text. Syllabus and readings are subject to minor revisions, which will be announced in class.)

· Introduction

Week 1: Monday, Jan 26 through Friday, Jan 30

Introduction to the course. What does it mean to study a language? Why study English, specifically?

Readings:  Chapter 1: “Modeling English”.   

· The Words of English

Weeks 2-3: Monday, Feb 2 through Friday, Feb 13

In this section of the course we will study words, their meanings, and the relationships between them. This section will include discussions of word-origins (etymology, borrowing), word-formation, new words, slang, jargon, idioms, and word-meanings.

Readings:  Chapters 8-12: “The Nature of the Lexicon,” “The Sources of the Lexicon,” “Etymology,” “The Structure of the Lexicon,” and “Lexical Dimensions.”

· The Sounds and Writing of English 
Weeks 4-5: Monday, Feb 16 through Friday, Feb 27

This section begins with phonology, the study of systems of sounds in languages, and how these systems can be represented. We will examine the inventory of sounds used in English, observe differences between regional and social dialects, and learn a system for representing sounds with some accuracy; we'll also look at the representation of sounds in the English writing system and discuss how it reflects historical change.

Readings: Chapters 17-18: “The Sound System” and “The Writing System"; pp. 291-293 in chapter 19.

· The Grammar of English

Weeks 6-8: Monday, Mar 1 through Friday, Mar. 19 

We will begin by looking at the idea of "correct" English grammar (prescriptivism), and go on to examine (descriptively) the structure of language, from the classes of English words through the structure of words, clauses, and sentences, and introduce the concept of the construction.

Readings: Chapters 13-16, “Grammatical Mythology,” “The Structure of Words,” “Word Classes,” and “Structure of Sentences.”
Midterm Exam: Wednesday, Mar. 17 

Spring break: March 22-26

· The History of English

Weeks 9-11: Monday, Mar 29 through Friday, Apr 16 

(Note: class will not meet Wed. April 14.)

In this section of the course, we examine the history of the English language from Old English through contemporary Modern English. We will spend approximately a week each on Old English, Middle English, and Early Modern English. 

Readings: Chapters 2-5: “The Origins of English,” “Old English,” “Middle English,” and “Early Modern English,” and Chapter 7, “World Englishes.”  

· Language Use: Meaning and Context

Week 12: Monday, Apr 19 through Friday, Apr 23 

During this week will build on our earlier discussions of form and meaning by looking at the use and interpretation of language in context. We will study the subject of how language is used, an area which includes both pragmatics and sociolinguistics. We will consider matters of register, rapport, and specialized language. 

Readings: Chapters 6, “Modern English,” and 19, “Varieties of Discourse.”

· The Varieties of English 

Weeks 13-14: Monday, April 26 through Friday, May 7

In earlier topics, we have touched on the subject of variation in words, meanings, grammar, and pronunciation in different varieties of English. In this section of the course, we study variation in greater depth, looking at regional, personal, and social variation, language typical of different activities, the artful use of rhetorical devices, and English as a world language. 

Readings: Chapters 20-22: “Regional Variation,” “Social Variation,” and “Personal Variation.” 

May 11: Wrap-up and review for the final.

Assessment:

You will be able to track your grades online through WebCT. There will be homework (problem sets and short papers) approximately once a week, a midterm in week 8, some brief in-class quizzes and a final exam on Saturday, May 15. These will contribute to your grade as follows:

Homework
45%

Quizzes

10%

Participation
5%

Midterm

15%

Final

25%

